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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Veronica Jones

person

Jones, Veronica, 1946-
Alternative Names: Veronica Jones;

Life Dates: october 3, 1946-

Place of Birth: Camden, new Jersey, UsA

Residence: new York, nY

Work: new York, nY

Occupations: Fashion retail entrepreneur

Biographical Note

For Veronica Jones, fashion is a way of life. Veronica Jones was born on october 3,
1946, in Camden, new Jersey. Jones's father died when she was a baby leaving her
mother to raise her. Jones went on to attend college at Kent state University and the
Laboratory Institute of Merchandising in new York City, with a dream of going into
the fashion industry.

After graduation, Jones started out in Abraham & straus's executive training program
and from there she climbed the corporate ladder to buying positions at Gimbels in new
York, and Joseph Magnin in san Francisco. she also served as a Vice president at both
Gene ewing Bis and Kenar enterprises. Branching out on her own, she opened the
Veronica Jones showroom selling to Bergdorf Goodman, neiman Marcus, nordstroms
and other high end department stores and boutiques across the country. Jones founded
and operates Grandview, an upscale women's clothing store in nyack, new York.
established in 1987, Grandview helped to pioneer the revitalization of downtown
nyack's commercial strip. In 2000, Jones opened a second store in the strivers row
District of Harlem.

Believing strongly in developing African American commerce, Jones mentors young
people in the fashion industry through an organization called Fashion outreach. she
hopes to increase and improve the quality of minority representation in the fashion
industry. Her expertise, knowledge, and contacts have made her sought after in both the
manufacturing and sales areas of the fashion industry. she is often cited as a pioneering
entrepreneur and has appeared in Black enterprise. Jones is the recipient of many
awards among them the Black Achievement Award and a leadership award from the
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Black retail Action Group.

Related Entries

John G. Whittier Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Cooper B. Hatch Middle School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Camden High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

Kent State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Laboratory Institute of Merchandising [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Joseph Magnin [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to 1980]

Buyer, Merchandise Manager

Abraham & Strauss [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1971]

Buyer trainee

E.J. Korvette [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1971 to 1974]

Buyer

Gimbel's Department Store [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1974 to ?]

Buyer
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