
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2001_086_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:33:17 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Edmund B. Gaither

person

Gaither, edmund B.
Alternative Names: edmund B. Gaither; edmund Barry Gaither

Life Dates: october 6, 1944-

Place of Birth: Great Falls, south Carolina, UsA

Residence: roxbury, MA

Work: roxbury, MA

Occupations: Curator

Biographical Note

edmund Barry Gaither was born in Great Falls, south Carolina, on october 6, 1944.
Growing up in a small town, Gaither had a devout interest in the arts, but no access to
museums. Attending Morehouse College proved to be very influential to his growth as
a person, as it was the first time that Gaither had the opportunity to live with and
appreciate paintings and sculptures first-hand. Additionally, all of his formal
understanding and training in the visual arts and art history began there. Gaither
graduated from Morehouse with a B.A. degree and went on to obtain a M.F.A. from
Brown University in 1968.

since 1969, Gaither has been a curator at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. He is also
the founder and curator of the Museum of the national Center of Afro-American Artists
in roxbury, Massachusetts. Using the Museum of Fine Arts as his base, he has
developed the national Center's permanent collection and organized many exhibitions.
His work has established the national Center as a vital cultural presence for African
American art in Boston and the nation.

Gaither has taught at spellman College, Wellesley College, Harvard University, and
Boston University, as well as serving as panel chairman for the national endowment
for the Arts and on president George W. Bush's Advisory Board on Historically Black
Colleges and Universities.
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Mitford Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Elizabeth Heights High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

Morehouse College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

BA

Brown university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

MA

Spelman College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Adjunct Professor

National Center of Afro-American Artists [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to ?]

Director and Curator

Museum of fine Arts, Boston [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to ?]

Adjunct Curator and Consultant

Boston university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1970 to 1984]

Associate Professor

Wellesley College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1971 to 1974]

Lecturer
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