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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Reverend Dr. Jeremiah A.
Wright, Jr.

person

Wright, Jeremiah A., Jr.
Alternative Names: reverend Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr.; rev. Jeremiah Wright;

Life Dates: september 22, 1941-

Place of Birth: philadelphia, pennsylvania, UsA

Residence: Tinley park, IL

Work: Chicago, IL

Occupations: pastor

Biographical Note

Considered a "preacher par excellence," reverend Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr. was born on
september 22, 1941, in philadelphia, pennsylvania. His parents, reverend Jeremiah
Wright, sr., and Dr. Mary Henderson Wright, were his earliest influences instilling in
him the possibility of balancing the intellectual with the spiritual. Armed with this
philosophical upbringing, Wright has pastored Chicago's Trinity United Church of
Christ since 1972, seeing its membership grow from eighty-seven adult members to a
congregation of nearly 10,000. Wright's early education took place in philadelphia's
public schools. From there, he went on to earn a B.A. and M.A. from Howard
University, an M.A. from the University of Chicago and a doctorate in divinity from
United Theological College, where he studied under the eminent, late Dr. samuel
DeWitt proctor.

Wright takes seriously not only the call to worship but also the call to take action as
mandated by the Gospel. Under his leadership, Trinity adopted the motto
"Unashamedly Black and Unapologetically Christian" and has set out to make activism
within and on behalf of the African American community a key aspect of the church's
mission. An outspoken community leader, Wright has been vocal in making once-taboo
issues, such as AIDs, a priority within the African American church leadership and
service. His commitment to political activism coupled with his dedication to the African
American sermonic tradition has made him a highly sought-after speaker nationally and
internationally.
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Wright is the recipient of numerous awards, including three honorary doctorates and
three presidential commendations. An accomplished musician and author, Wright has
written four books, numerous articles and countless sermons and was voted one of
ebony Magazine's top fiften preachers. In addition to national and international
ministry, Wright serves on several boards of directors and committees. Married to
reverend ramah reed Wright, pastor Wright has five children and three grandchildren.

Related Entries

Emlen Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Central High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

Howard university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Howard university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

university of Chicago [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

united Theological Seminary [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

D.Min.

Roosevelt Middle School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

united States Army [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1961 to 1967]

Technician, tecaher

Beth Eden Baptist Church [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1971]

Assistant pastor

Trinity united Church of Christ [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1971 to ?]

Pastor
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