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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with James N. Eaton, Sr.

person

eaton, James n.
Alternative Names: James n. eaton, sr.;

Life Dates: september 14, 1930-october 26, 2004

Place of Birth: richmond, Virginia, UsA

Work: Tallahassee, Florida

Occupations: Curator; African American studies professor

Biographical Note

James n. eaton, founder of the Black Archives research Center, was born on
september 14, 1930, in richmond, Virginia. eaton attended Fisk University, receiving
his B.A. in 1952, and his M.A. in 1959. He received his L.H.D. from Florida Memorial
College in 1997.

From 1953 until 1955, eaton worked as an instructor of history at Miles College in
Birmingham, Alabama. In 1957, he took a position as assistant principal at the Hanover
school for Boys. In 1958, he left the Hanover school for an instructor's job at Florida
A&M University in Tallahassee, Florida. While at Florida A&M, eaton worked his way
up from instructor to the chairman of the Department of History, Geography, and
African American studies. eaton also worked simultaneously as an adjunct professor of
History at Florida state University from 1970 until 1980. In 1975, eaton founded the
Black Archives research Center and Museum. The museum, housed in the Carnegie
Library on the campus of Florida A&M University, opened in 1977. Through the
archives, eaton works to collect, preserve, and display primary source information
relating to the experiences and contributions of African Americans. The museums
holdings include over 500,000 documents and hundreds of artifacts. Besides his
position as curator of the Black Archives, eaton is a prolific lecturer. He travels the
country speaking on black culture and exhibiting historical materials. eaton is the
founder and a charter member of Friends of the Black Archive, a charter member of the
Florida History Advisory Board, and the recipient of the UsDA special Medallion for
dedicated research on the 1890 land grant colleges. He was named Florida A&M
Teacher of the Year twenty-five times from 1958-1996, and is the recipient of the
CAse professor of the Year Award. He and his wife, Leathea, have five children and
lived in Tallahassee, Florida. eaton passed away on october 26, 2004.
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Related Entries

Van de Vyver School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

fisk university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

fisk university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

American university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Certificate in Archival Administration

Miles College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1953 to 1955]

Instructor

Richmond, Virginia Police Department [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1956 to 1957]

Patrolman

Manual Labor School for Colored Boys [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1957 to 1958]

Assistant Principal

florida A&M university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1958 to ?]

Professor

Black Archives Research Center and Museum [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1975 to ?]

founder, Director
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