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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Hana Stith

person

Stith, Hana, 1928-
Alternative Names: Hana Stith; Hana Louise Bryant Stith

Life Dates: August 25, 1928-September 5, 2018

Place of Birth: Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA

Residence: Fort Wayne, IN

Work: Fort Wayne, IN

Occupations: Community Leader

Biographical Note

Hana Stith was born on August 25, 1928 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. She spent 36 years
teaching there, mostly in inner city schools where she felt her skills were most needed.
She earned respect for her teaching skills and her compassion for children.

Stith joined the junior branch of the NAACP before graduating from Central High
School
in 1946. She received a scholarship from the Fourth District Lay Organization
of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church and used it to attend religiously affiliated
Wilberforce College in Wilberforce, Ohio, the first institution of higher education
owned and operated by African Americans. A dispute between church and state caused
Wilberforce to temporarily lose its accreditation and Stith finished her education
at St.
Francis College. She earned both her bachelor's and master's degrees there
and was
certified by Purdue University in guidance and counseling.

When Stith became a teacher in 1960, she was one of the first African Americans hired
in the Fort Wayne Community Schools. She spent 22 years as a classroom teacher and
then became a Title I teacher, instructing students who needed individual attention
in
reading and math. She retired from teaching in 1996 and became a docent for the
Lincoln Museum as well as a board member of the local NAACP chapter. She co-
founded
the African/African American Historical Society in 1998. In 1999, she found a
home
for the African/African American Historical Museum in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
After
the museum opened on February 1, 2000, it soon became recognized as the
premier museum
of African American history in Indiana. She serves as president of the
society and
curator of the museum.
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Stith has taken an active role in the affairs of her community. She was an original
member of the Fair Housing Group and an early member of the Panel of American
Women.
As the first female appointed to the Fort Wayne Redevelopment Commission,
she served
twelve years under four mayors and set a record for serving longer than
anyone else.
She also was appointed to the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission,
serving four
years, and the Fort Wayne Board of Safety, serving six years. As a member
of the
Turner Chapel A.M.E. Church, she was the director of the Commission on
Christian Education.
She taught Sunday school for 17 years and organized the church's
first vacation Bible
school.

Stith passed away on September 5, 2018.

Related Entries

Central High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Justin N. Study Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Wilberforce University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Saint Francis [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A. in Education

University of Saint Francis [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

Fort Wayne Community Schools [employeeOf]
[from 199104 to 199611]

Teacher

Fort Wayne Community Schools [employeeOf]
[from 1982 to 1996]

Title I Teacher

Lincoln Museum [employeeOf]
[from 1996 to ?]

Docent

African / African-American Historical Museum (AAAHSM) [employeeOf]
[from 1998 to ?]

Co-Founder
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