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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Dorothy Tillman

person

Tillman, Dorothy, 1947-
Alternative Names: The Honorable Dorothy Tillman;

Life Dates: May 12, 1947-

Place of Birth: Montgomery, Alabama, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Civil rights Activist; City Alderman

Biographical Note

Civil rights activist and former city alderman Dorothy Wright Tillman was born on
May 12, 1947 in Montgomery, Alabama, and joined the Civil rights Movement at the
age of sixteen.

As a trainee and a field staff organizer with the southern Christian Leadership
Conference (sCLC) she fought for equality and political consciousness. she helped Dr.
King organize in Chicago, where she met her future husband and father of her children,
Jimmy Lee Tillman. she also participated in the march on the edmund-pettus Bridge in
selma, Alabama. This march, later known as Bloody sunday, was a turning point in the
battle to insure the right to vote for African American citizens.

Tillman and her husband Jimmy moved to san Francisco soon after they were married,
where she successfully mobilized residents in her public housing community in a battle
for local public transportation. After the family moved back to Chicago, Tillman
organized a group of concerned parents and fought for quality education in their
community. she founded the parent equalizers of Chicago, with over 300 schools
participating. This set the groundwork for school reform in Chicago.

In 1985, Tillman became the first woman to serve as alderman of Chicago's Third
Ward. As a major political figure in Chicago, she has been highly involved in numerous
community-building activities, including projects related to issues of inner-city
education, housing and homelessness. Tillman has also been an influential player in the
movement for slave reparations. she has received numerous awards and recognition for
her local, national and global activism and has been featured in various books and
television features.
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Dorothy Tillman was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on september 5, 2002.

Related Entries

Daisy Lawrence [sTuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Booker T. Washington Magnet High school [sTuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

City of Chicago [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1985 to ?]

3rd Ward Alderman

southern Christian Leadership Conference (sCLC) [MEMBEROf]
[from 1992 to ?]

Member
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