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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Herman Morris,
Jr.

person

Morris, Herman, Jr., 1951-
Alternative Names: Herman Morris, Jr.;

Life Dates: January 16, 1951-

Place of Birth: Memphis, Tennessee, USA

Residence: Memphis, TN

Work: Memphis, TN

Occupations: Lawyer

Biographical Note

Herman Morris, Jr. was born on January 16, 1951, in Memphis, Tennessee, where he
attended
public school. From there, Morris attended Southwestern University at
Memphis (Rhodes
College), where he earned a B.A. in economics in 1973. He then
went on to attend the
Vanderbilt University School of Law, earning a J.D. in 1977.

Over the next twelve years, Morris worked in private practice with several Memphis-
area
law firms handling a wide variety of cases. In 1989, he left his law practice to
become
the first in-house general counsel for Memphis Light, Gas & Water. There, he
initiated
the Inner-City Legal Explorer Post in conjunction with the Boy Scouts of
America to
provide opportunities for inner-city youth to gain exposure to the law and
legal careers.
In 1997, Morris was promoted to president and CEO of Memphis Light,
Gas & Water. In
this position, Morris oversees 2,700 employees and a $1.4 billion
budget.

Morris is highly involved in a number of community and professional organizations.
Currently, he is a director of the University of Tennessee Medical Group and the
Tennessee
Valley Public Power Association. In addition, Morris serves on the Advisory
Board
of Bank of America. He is also the past president of the Memphis Branch of the
NAACP,
actively involved with the Boy Scouts of America, and has played an
instrumental role
as the Campaign Chairman of the United Way of the Mid-South.
Morris has also been
honored with numerous awards, including awards for business as
well as his philanthropic
contributions.

Morris and his wife, Brenda, live in Memphis.



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2003_146_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:36:09 pM]

Related Entries

Lester Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lester High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Rhodes College [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Vanderbilt University Law School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Memphis Light, Gas & Water [employeeOf]
[from 1989 to ?]

General Counsel

Memphis Light, Gas & Water [employeeOf]
[from 1997 to ?]

President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
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