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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Calvin Burnett

person

Burnett, Calvin W., 1932-
Alternative Names: Calvin Burnett;

Life Dates: March 16, 1932-

Place of Birth: Brinkley, Arkansas, UsA

Residence: Westminster, MD

Occupations: College president

Biographical Note

Longtime president of Coppin state College, Calvin W. Burnett was born in Brinkley,
Arkansas, in 1932, but grew up in Davenport, Iowa. After graduating from high school,
Burnett attended st. Louis University, where he received his bachelor's degrees in
biology and political science. Burnett remained with st. Louis University after
graduation to earn his phD degree in social psychology.

Burnett began his career as a research social psychologist at st. Louis Hospital, and
later served as the director of research at the Health and Welfare Council of saint
Louis. From there, he began his instructional and administrative path, teaching first at
the Catholic University of America and later at southern Illinois University. In 1970,
Burnett was named president of Coppin state College, and he remained there until his
retirement in 2002. Under his leadership, Coppin was transformed from primarily a
teacher training college to a school offering more than twenty diverse programs,
including a nursing school. Admissions increased from 1,100 to more than 4,000 and
successfully kept the school independent when Morgan state University attempted to
merge in 1991.

Burnett has also given his time to a number of community and civic organizations,
serving on the board of the state of Maryland Civil rights Commission, acting as past
president of the Baltimore Area Boy scouts of America, and chairing the state nAACp
Jubilee Committee. He has appeared in several editions of Who's Who, been awarded
the outstanding educator in America in 1971, and received the Fullwood Foundation
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001.

He is married to Gretta L. Burnett, who is also an educator. He has four grown children
and four grandchildren. His personal interests include existential philosophy, classical
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and jazz music, and gardening.

Related Entries

Jefferson Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Washington Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

J B Young Intermediate [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Central High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Grambling State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Saint Louis university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A. and Ph.D.

St. Louis Hospital [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1971 to 1972]

Research Social Psychologist

Health and Welfare Council of St. Louis [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1963 to 1966]

Director of Research

Catholic university of America [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1966 to 1969]

Reseacher

Southern Illinois university Edwardsville [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1985 to 1987]

Instructor

Coppin State College [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1970 to 2003]

President
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