
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2004_067_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:37:58 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Raymond Bowen

person

Bowen, raymond C. (raymond Cobb), 1934-
Alternative Names: raymond Bowen;

Life Dates: september 19, 1934-August 23, 2021

Place of Birth: new Haven, Connecticut, UsA

Residence: Baltimore, MD

Occupations: College president

Biographical Note

scientist turned college administrator raymond Cobb Bowen was born september 19,
1934 in new Haven, Connecticut. Growing up in the elm Haven public housing
projects, Bowen’s parents, raymond Curtis Bowen and Lucille Cobb Bowen, were
frustrated in their attempts to gain a higher education and wanted more for their son. He
attended Baldwin and Winchester elementary schools and graduated from James
Hillhouse High school in 1952. He earned a B.A. in zoology in 1956 from the
University of Connecticut, an M.s. in biology from the University of new Mexico in
1962 and a ph.D. from the University of Connecticut in parasitology and biochemistry
in 1966. From 1956 to 1959, Bowen served in the United states Army.

Beginning his professional career in post doctoral research at ohio Wesleyan
University and the University of Illinois (1966-67), Bowen was an assistant professor of
biology at Cleveland state University in 1968 when black student and community
leaders called for black college administrators at the school. Bowen, with student
support, accepted an offer to become assistant to the president and then dean of
developmental programs at Cleveland state from 1968 to 1971. At LaGuardia
Community College of the City University of new York, Bowen was hired as associate
professor of natural sciences in 1971, but within the same year was made associate dean
of faculty and then in 1973, he became dean of academic affairs. In 1975, Bowen
accepted the post of vice president for academic and student affairs for the Community
College of Baltimore. In 1982, he was appointed president of shelby state Community
College in Memphis. Back at LaGuardia Community College, Bowen served a joint
appointment as president and professor of natural and applied sciences from 1989 to
1999. His two priorities at LaGuardia were multiculturalism and economic
development. Bowen spearheaded collaborations with The Dominican republic, China,
south Africa, Columbia and the United Kingdom. retired in 1999, he served as visiting
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professor at the Morgan state University Graduate school.

A prolific writer, Bowen has published widely on multiculturalism and diversity.
Bowen serves on the board of phelps-stokes Fund and the American Council on
education among many other affiliations. Among his many awards is the designation
by Black Issues in Higher education as one of the outstanding College Leaders of the
20th Century. He lived in Baltimore.

Bowen passed away on August 23, 2021.
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