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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with H. Leslie Adams

person

Adams, Leslie, 1932-
Alternative Names: H. Leslie Adams; H. Leslie Adams, ph.D.

Life Dates: December 30, 1932-

Place of Birth: Cleveland, ohio, UsA

Residence: Cleveland, oH

Occupations: Music Composer

Biographical Note

Composer, pianist, educator and arts advocate H. Leslie Adams, was born in Cleveland,
ohio on December 30, 1932. Adams attended the Cleveland public schools and
graduated from Glenville High school. He studied voice, piano, and composition at the
oberlin College Conservatory of Music, where he earned his bachelor’s of music
degree in 1955. He went on to earn a master’s degree in music from the California state
University at Long Beach in 1967 and his ph.D. from The ohio state University in
1973. He also completed additional studies in composition with edward Mattila,
eugene o’Brien, and Marcel Dick from 1978 to 1983.

Adams has worked as piano accompanist for ballet and other dance companies and
choral music ensembles. He served as the associate musical director at Cleveland’s
Karamu House from 1964 to 1965 and became the musical director for the
Kaleidoscope players in ration, new Mexico in 1967. Adams later returned to Karamu
House as their composer in residence in 1979 and then served as guest composer at
Cuyahoga Community College in 1980. He then served as composer-in-residence at the
Cleveland Music school settlement from 1981 to 1982, and was the founder and
president of Accord Associates, Inc. for six years beginning in 1980, and the executive
vice-president and composer-in-residence for Accord from 1986 to 1992. He has served
as the president and artist-in-residence for Creative Arts, Inc. since 1997.

Adams held teaching positions at soehl Junior High school, Linden, n.J., in the
secondary schools of raton, new Mexico, Florida A & M University, and at the
University of Kansas at Lawrence. He is the recipient of numerous commissions,
including those from the ohio Chamber orchestra, the Cleveland Chamber symphony,
the University of Kansas, and the Cleveland symphony orchestra. He is the recipient of
honors and awards from the national Association of negro Women, the national
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endowment for the Arts, the Cleveland Foundation and the Jennings Foundation,
among others.

He holds life memberships in phi Kappa phi, phi Mu Alpha sinfonia, phi Delta Kappa,
pi Kappa Lambda, the American Choral Directors Association, and the American Guild
of organists. He has also served on the Advisory Council of the Musical Arts
Association of the Cleveland orchestra.

Adams resides in Cleveland’s Glenville Community.

H. Leslie Adams was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 17, 2004.

Related Entries

Empire School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Glenville High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Miles Standish Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Oberlin College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

California State university, Long Beach [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

The Ohio State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Ph.D.

Soehl Junior High School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Teacher

florida A&M university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Instructor

university of Kansas [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Instructor

Karamu House [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1964 to 1965]
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Associate Musical Director

Kaleidoscope Players [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1967 to ?]

Musical Director

Karamu House [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1985 to 1991]

Composer in Residence

Cuyahoga Community College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1996 to 1998]

Guest Composer

Accord Associates [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1986 to ?]

founder and President

Cleveland Music School Settlement [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to 2016]

Composer-in-Residence

Accord Associates [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1986 to 1992]

Executive Vice President and Composer-in-Residence

Creative Arts [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1997 to ?]

President and Artist-in-Residence
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