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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Alvin Bell

person

Bell, Alvin, 1958-
Alternative Names: Alvin Bell; Alvin Bernard Bell

Life Dates: December 27, 1958-

Place of Birth: philadelphia, pennsylvania, UsA

Residence: elkton, MD

Occupations: Fashion Designer

Biographical Note

Award-winning fashion designer Alvin Bernard Bell was born on December 27, 1958,
in philadelphia, pennsylvania to Catherine and James Bell. Bell grew up in south
philadelphia, where he had a fondness for drawing and fashion, bought fashion
magazines like Harper’s Bizarre and Vogue, and realized that he wanted to be a fashion
designer at an early age. Bell won a philadelphia citywide drawing contest at age eight
and studied illustration at the philadelphia Museum College of Art, where he was
mentored by Margaret Caravera. Taking an advanced course at the philadelphia
Museum College of Art, Bell met future fashion phenom, Willi smith who would
become his closest friend. When Bell graduated from edward Bok Vocational High
school in 1964, Bell had a portfolio of ad illustrations, but had done no fashion work.
Before becoming a fashion designer, Bell worked as an illustrator and photojournalist.
In 1964, Bell was referred by a bridal shop to Alfred Angelo Bridal, where he was hired
as an illustrator. As a photojournalist, he went to fashion shows and took photos of the
designs and made his own sketches; he sold these sketches of designs to other fashion
designers. Bell created suits for the p.s.I. fashion label and later went on to work for
roy Halston and Anne Klein. After twenty years of experience, Bell began publishing
his own fashion industry trade newsletter called Designer report.

In February of 1997, sears roebuck & Company, with a base of twenty percent African
American customers, hired Bell to design and launch a casual and career wear clothing
line for women called Mosaic. Mosaic featured loose fitting, affordable rayon clothing
in abstract African pinstripe and jazz prints.
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Edward Bok Vocational High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Alfred Angelo Bridal [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Illustrator

Anne Klein [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Assistant

PSI [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

fashion Designer

council of fashion Designers of America [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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