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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Maxie L. Patterson

person

patterson, Maxie L., 1944-
Alternative Names: Maxie L. patterson;

Life Dates: June 12, 1944-

Place of Birth: Detroit, Michigan, UsA

Residence: Tomball, TX

Occupations: police officer; City Government Administrator

Biographical Note

Maxie (Max) L. patterson was born on June 12, 1944 in Detroit, Michigan to Myra and
Harry patterson. He was active in the science club, the marching band and achieved the
rank of Master sergeant in the roTC. He graduated from Munford High school in
1962 and enrolled in Ferris state College, which he attended for two years. After
leaving college, patterson worked for the Ford Motor Company.

patterson enlisted in the United states Army in 1967 and was assigned to
counterintelligence. He is a decorated Vietnam War veteran and is retired from the
United states Army reserve with the rank of Chief Warrant officer.

patterson returned to college after the military. He received his B.A. and M.A. degrees
in public administration in 1973 and 1977 from Michigan state University in east
Lansing, Michigan. While attending Michigan state University, patterson worked for
the police department. In 1976, he was offered a job as the police Chief of Albion,
Michigan. Three years later, in 1979, he became the police Chief of Windsor,
Connecticut. After seven years, patterson was persuaded to accept a position as
Assistant City Manager of Beaumont, Texas, where he also served as the city’s
Coordinator of the Minority Business enterprise program until 1989. patterson moved
to Houston, Texas in 1989 to become Deputy Chief Administrative officer. In 1991, he
was appointed as interim Director of Housing and Community Development. From July
1992 to 1995, patterson served as the Deputy Director and City Treasurer and
ultimately was appointed City Treasurer. He worked as the fiduciary of the city’s three
pension systems. In 1997, patterson was hired as executive Director of Houston’s
Firefighter’s retirement Fund until 2005 when he became the executive Director of
Texas Association of public employee retirement systems.
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patterson lives in Houston, Texas with his wife Deborah. They have four children.

patterson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on February 9, 2007.

Related Entries

Sampson Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Samuel C. Mumford High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Hally Magnet Middle School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Michigan State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Houston firefighters' Relief and Retirement fund [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Executive Director

Texas Association of Public Employee Retirement Systems [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

director

Southwest Athletic Conference [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

football Official

Conference uSA [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

football Official

Police Department [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1976 to 1979]

Chief

Police Department [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1979 to 1986]

Chief

Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

American Red Cross [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2007_060_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:41:23 pM]

Volunteer

Texas Master Chorale [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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