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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Lester "Les"
N. Coney

person

Coney, Les N., 1958-
Alternative Names: Lester "Les" N. Coney;

Life Dates: April 28, 1958-

Place of Birth: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA

Residence: Chicago, Illinois

Work: Chicago, Illinois

Occupations: Civic Leader

Biographical Note

Civic leader Lester Norman Coney was born on April 28, 1958 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
Coney attended George Williams College in Downers Grove, Illinois,
graduating with
a B.A. degree in 1980.

In l981, Coney taught at Potential Elementary School on Chicago’s Southside.
Resigning
in l982 to accept a position as Account Representative with Travelers
Insurance, Coney
remained with the insurance company through the merger with
United Health Care in
1994. Coney served as Director of Key Accounts and National
Sales Director. In 1996,
Coney joined AON Insurance as Senior Managing Director and
became active in Chicago’s
civic community. In 2006, Coney accepted the position of
Executive Vice President
and Senior Managing Director for Mesirow Financial.

Coney was the first African American to serve as Chairman of Chicago’s Goodman
Theater.
He also served as Vice Chairman of the DuSable Museum of African
American History
and Founding Chair of the Congo Square Theater’s Board and
Chairman of City Year Chicago.
Additionally, Coney served as a Trustee at Roosevelt
University, the Kohl’s Children’s
Museum, the Athletes Against Drugs organization,
and as the Co-Chair of the Democratic
National Committee. Coney’s honors include the
Leadership In Arts Award from the Business
Council of Chicago in 2006; the
Community Service Award by the 100 Black Men in 2005;
and Crain’s Chicago
Business’ Top 50 Minorities in Business in 2004. Lester N. Coney resides in Chicago’s
West
Loop.

Lester Coney was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on February 15, 2007.
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Related Entries

Cleveland Grover Sch [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Harding Warren G Ms [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Frankford Hs [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

George Williams College [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Marshall Fields [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Saleman

Mesirow Financial [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

AON Insurance [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Senior Managing Director

Mesirow Financial [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Goodman Theatre (Chicago, Ill.) [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Chairman

Democratic National Committee [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Co-Chair

Potential School for Exceptional Children [employeeOf]
[from 1980 to 1982]

Teacher

Traveler's Insurance, Co. [employeeOf]
[from 1982 to 1998]

Account Representative
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