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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Forrest Crawford

person

Crawford, Forrest, 1952-
Alternative Names: Forrest Crawford;

Life Dates: August 19, 1952-

Place of Birth: Tulsa, oklahoma, UsA

Residence: salt Lake City, UT

Work: ogden, UT

Occupations: Civic Leader

Biographical Note

Civic leader Forrest Cleon Crawford was born on August 19, 1952 to Hazel and Dorris
Crawford in Tulsa, oklahoma. Crawford attended and graduated from Weber state
College with his B.A. degree in sociology in 1975. Afterwards, he earned his M.s.W.
degree from the University of Utah in 1977.

Crawford was hired as a clinical counselor in psychological services at Weber state
University, and in 1983, he began working as a career and vocational education
instructor. Crawford earned his education specialist degree from Brigham Young
University in 1985 and then his ph.D. in education in 1990. He went on to establish the
Utah Coalition for the Advancement of Minorities in Higher education in order to
promote quality education for people of color and the disadvantaged.

In 1991, Crawford co-founded and served five years as Governor Michael Leavitt’s
appointed chairman of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Human rights Commission. He was
also instrumental in the establishment of the official holiday celebrating the birthday of
Martin Luther King, Jr. in Utah. Then, in 1992, he served as the first assistant to the
president for Institutional Diversity. Crawford was one of eight recipients for the
highest national honor given by the Federal King Commission and the King Center for
nonviolent social Change. He has presented at skakuza, south Africa; Bordeaux,
France and Canterbury, england and was also invited to address the Danish University
College and education. Crawford is on the board of directors of the Disability Law
Center, the Human rights education Center of Utah and the Utah Humanities Council.

Crawford lives in salt Lake City, Utah.
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Crawford was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 14, 2008.

Related Entries

Booker T. Washington School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Charles Page High School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Weber State university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Brigham Young university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

university of utah Graduate School of Social Work [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Bureau of Indian Affairs [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1976 to 1977]

Research Assistant

Weber State College [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1977 to 1999]

Counselor, sociology professor

Weber State university [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1999 to ?]

Assistant to the president for institutional diversity

Black Scholars united [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Counselor

International Society for Teacher Education [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member, coordinator

[MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]
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