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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with David Chaumette

person

Chaumette, David A., 1968-
Alternative Names: David Chaumette;

Life Dates: April 9, 1968-

Place of Birth: London, england

Residence: Houston, TX

Occupations: Litigator

Biographical Note

Lawyer David A. Chaumette was born in London, england in 1968, and grew up in
sugar Land, Texas. He received his B.s.e. degree, cum laude, from princeton
University, his M.s. degree in aeronautics/astronautics from stanford University, and
his J.D. degree from the University of Chicago Law school.

In 1994, Chaumette was hired as an associate at the law firm of Mayor, Day, Caldwell
& Keeton. From 1998 to 2002, he worked for the Houston, Texas law firm of porter &
Hedges LLp. From 2002 until 2011, Chaumette served as a partner at the law firms of
shook Hardy & Bacon, Baker & McKenzie, and De la rosa & Chaumette. In
December of 2011, he founded the sugar Land based law firm, Chaumette pLLC,
which specializes in business litigation. In 2013, Chaumette was named the first
African American president of the Houston Bar Association (HBA).

Chaumette was president of the Houston Young Lawyers Association from 2003 to
2004, and has served on the boards of directors and executive committees for the
Houston Bar Association and neighborhood Centers, Inc. He has also been the
president or chair of several other organizations, including Leadership Houston, the
Houston Lawyers Foundation, and First Colony Little League. His professional
memberships include the national Bar Association, the Houston Lawyer Association,
the College of the state Bar of Texas and the pro Bono College of the state Bar of
Texas. In addition, Chaumette is a fellow of the American Law Institute and the
Litigation Counsel of America, and has written numerous articles that have been
published in magazines and scholarly journals. In 2004, Chaumette was named as one
of the Five outstanding Young Houstonians by the Houston Junior Chamber of
Commerce and one of the Five outstanding Young Texans by the Texas Junior
Chamber of Commerce. He was named to the Visitors Committee of the south Texas
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College of Law in Houston in 2005, and was named one of the 500 new stars by
Lawdragon.com in 2006. In 2009, Chaumette was recognized as an extraordinary
Minority in Texas Law by Texas Lawyer Magazine. In 2011, he received the standing
ovation award from the Texas Bar for his service to TexasBarCLe. Chaumette has also
been named “Texas rising star” and a "super Lawyer" by Law & politics Magazine for
several consecutive years.

Chaumette lives in sugar Land, and has two sons, raphael and Alexandre.

David Chaumette was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 3, 2014.
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