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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Bernard J.
Tyson

person

Tyson, Bernard J., 1959-
Alternative Names: Bernard J. Tyson;

Life Dates: January 20, 1959-November 10, 2019

Place of Birth: Vallejo, California, USA

Residence: Pleasanton, CA

Work: Oakland, CA

Occupations: Chief Executive Officer; Chief Executive Officer

Biographical Note

Chief executive officer Bernard J. Tyson was born on January 20, 1959 in Vallejo,
California to Billie Tyson, a homemaker, and Moses Tyson, a minister. After
graduating
from Vallejo High School in 1977, Tyson enrolled at Golden Gate
University. While
still in college, Tyson worked as an administrative analyst for Vallejo
General Hospital.
He earned his B.S. degree in health service management in 1982, and
went on to receive
his M.B.A. degree from Golden Gate University in 1984.

In 1984, Tyson accepted a six-month internship at Kaiser Permanente and was then
hired
full-time in an administrative position. Tyson remained at Kaiser Permanente and
in
1992, he was named chief executive officer of the Kaiser Foundation Hospital in
Santa
Rosa, California. In 1999, he was promoted to senior vice president and chief
operating
officer for regions outside of California and for Kaiser’s brand strategy. In
2004,
the organization launched its “Thrive” advertising campaign under Tyson’s
leadership.
In 2006, Tyson was promoted to senior vice president for Health Plan and
Hospital
Operations, during which time Kaiser opened four new hospitals. In 2010, he
was promoted
to president and chief operating officer of Kaiser Permanente. As
president, he was
vocal in his support of the Affordable Care Act, which was signed
into law in 2010
and faced significant hurdles. In 2013, he became the company’s first
African American
chairman and chief executive officer.

Tyson served as co-chair of the World Economic Forum’s Health Governors
Community.
He also served on the boards of the American Heart Association,
America’s Health Insurance
Plans, and the International Federation of Health Plans. He
was an American Heart
Association CEO Roundtable Member and past chairman of the
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Executive Leadership Council.

Tyson also received many awards and honors over the course of his career. He was a
recipient of the NAACP Freedom Act Award in 2001 and was named Golden Gate
University's
Alumnus of the Year in 2007. He was named among the Most Influential
Healthcare Leaders
in both 2014 and 2015, and was a recipient of the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational
Fund’s 2014 National Equal Justice Award. In 2010, Tyson
was named among the Top 25
Minority Executives in Healthcare and Top 25 Most
Influential African Americans.

Tyson passed away on November 10, 2019.

Bernard Tyson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 17, 2015.

Related Entries

Farragut Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Vallejo Middle School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Vallejo High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Golden Gate University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.S.

Golden Gate University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.S.

Springstowne Junior High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Vallejo General Hospital [employeeOf]
[from 1981 to 1983]

Intern and Administrative Analyst

Kaiser Permanente [employeeOf]
[from 1984 to 2013]

Kaiser Permanente [employeeOf]
[from 2013 to ?]

Chairman and CEO
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